Steiner Education is opposed to all forms of discrimination against any person or group of
people on the grounds of race, gender, faith, disability, age and sexual orientation and is
committed to promoting equality of opportunity and reflecting the diversity of the children,
staff and parents served by Steiner schools.

Steiner education thrives on every continent, in every culture and within a wide range of ethnic
contexts. For example, during the period of the apartheid regime in South Africa, the only school
catering for mixed races was a Steiner Waldorf school. Today there are schools and early years
settings providing Steiner education in diverse cultures and communities, including: Israel, Egypt,
Kenya, Sierra Leone, Taiwan, Japan, Brazil and Hawaii; over 60 countries in all.

Although Steiner's ideas are based on a profound respect for the equality, individuality and shared
humanity of all people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, his works do contain a number of
statements on race that are inappropriate in a modern context. They do not inform the education in
any way: they influence neither content nor methodology.

Research conducted in Germany shows that Steiner education is successful in producing young
people who are generally more tolerant and less xenophobic than their peers educated in other
school systems.

In July 1996 accusations that racism appeared in Steiner's writings prompted the Anthroposophical
Society in the Netherlands to set up a commission to investigate the concerns. It was led by a
lawyer specializing in discrimination issues. The commission set about analysing the published works
of Rudolf Steiner, encompassing approximately 89,000 pages, mostly transcripts of some 4,000
lectures, but also some 50 written works. The key question it tried to investigate was whether
Rudolf Steiner taught a racial doctrine, in the sense of a seemingly scientific theory whereby the
superiority of one race is supposed to be legitimized at the expense of another. The 720 page report
of the commission, that was published on April 1, 2000, going through the complete collected works
by Steiner, answered the question in the negative: anthroposophy contains no such racial doctrine.
For more on this, see here.

