
 

Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C1 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: 
 
 
• To develop a feeling for the rhythm of 

speaking and listening in different 
situations, e.g. during classroom talk, 
conversations, stories etc. 

• To experience a rich and ambitious 
vocabulary, exploring connections 
between new and known words. 

• To understand that writing is talk on 
paper, running left to right and top to 
bottom. 

• To develop good phonological 
awareness: recognise and identify 
alliterations and rhymes, segment and 
blend orally. 

• To articulate their experiences and 
recollections orally in narrative form. 

• To learn the initial code: recognise and 
write simple sound/spelling 
correspondence for lower and 
uppercase letters. 

• To write words with phonologically 
plausible spellings 

• To read words consisting of 
sound/spelling correspondences that 
they know 

• To learn to write and read some simple 
but very common words containing 
unfamiliar sound/spelling 
correspondences. 

• To develop a feeling for a sentence, a 
word and a letter. 

• To practice composing, writing and 
reading simple text. 

Beginning Literacy 
Children can orally communicate their 
ideas, thoughts and memories in a logical 
and structured way to make the meaning 
clear for the listener. They know several 
verses/poems by heart. Children can ‘read’ 
familiar text such as sentences from a 
known story or a favourite story book. 
They can use their knowledge of 
sound/spelling correspondence to read 
and write simple sentences formed of 
initial code, in lowercase. When writing, 
their spellings are phonetically plausible 
and they use some punctuation. They can 
read what they have written themselves, 
e.g. during shared or independent writing. 
  
Book Band: Pink, red, yellow, blue, green 
 
Sounds Write: Initial code and 
Extended Code Units (first vowel 
graphemes) 

 
 
 
 
Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C2 Relevant Learning Descriptors 



Children should have the opportunity: 
 
 
• To refine their feeling for the rhythm 

of speaking and listening in different 
situations, e.g. during classroom talk, 
conversations, stories etc. 

• To participate in recitation, singly and 
in groups 

• To refine their articulation of thoughts, 
recollections and experiences orally in 
coherent narrative form 

• To experience a rich and ambitious 
vocabulary, exploring orthography and 
connections between new and known 
words 

• To learn extended code, e.g. consonant 
diagraphs and blends, multiple 
spellings of vowel sounds 

• To learn to read and write common 
and personal words and words of 
interest containing unfamiliar 
sound/spelling correspondences. 

• To develop a feeling for structuring 
more complex and longer sentences, 
e.g. using pronouns to replace nouns, 
conjunctions etc. 

• To explore the functions of words 
within sentences. 

• To learn how to use capital letters and 
full stops in their writing, and to 
recognise and identify some additional 
punctuation, e.g. 
question/exclamation marks, commas. 

• To practice composing, writing and 
reading (both independently and 
aloud) text at an appropriately 
challenging level and length. 

Early Literacy 
Children can orally communicate their 
ideas, thoughts and memories coherently 
and appropriately for the 
listener/situation.  They begin to be 
confident to recite alone.  Children can 
compose and write short, simple texts on a 
familiar topic, using extended code and 
common words containing unfamiliar 
sound/spelling correspondences. They add 
detail and description, drawing on their 
reading experiences. Children use some 
longer, more complex sentences, using 
punctuation to delineate sentences and 
identify questions or exclamations, 
although language and sentence structure 
may still be close to speech. They can read 
their own and others’ writing, including 
longer texts and some different genres, e.g. 
poems, information or letters. They begin 
to self correct and develop some 
automaticity, e.g. not following text with a 
finger when reading; writing familiar 
words without sounding out. 
  
Book Band: Yellow, blue, green, orange, 
turquoise, purple, gold, white 
 
Sounds Write: Continuation of 
Extended Code 

 
 
 
 
 
Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C3 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: Developing Literacy 



 
 
• To explain their reasoning and their 

work 
• To recite poems/verses alone; to take 

part in short plays as part of a group 
• To experience a rich and ambitious 

vocabulary, exploring the meaning of 
new words, their morphology and their 
synonyms 

• To practice reading and writing the 
extended code, using their knowledge 
to formulate correct spellings and 
pronunciation 

• To practise writing and reading in 
cursive script 

• To learn common spelling conventions 
(e.g. y -> ies; es plurals; CV add ing) 
and homophones (there/their/they're) 

• To explore the morphology of words 
(e.g. suffixes, prefixes, stem words) 

• To identify the function of words in a 
sentence, e.g. noun, verb, adjective, 
adverb 

• To learn to use a range of punctuation 
marks 

• To respond to, illustrate and discuss 
both shared and independent reading 

• To practice finding information and 
making inferences from text 

• To practice writing longer and more 
complex sentences and pieces of 
writing, 

• To practice using resources such as 
dictionaries, word lists, wall displays 
etc 

Children can explain their thinking and 
talk about their work. They recite alone 
and perform speaking parts in short plays. 
Children can compose, write and structure 
longer pieces of writing in familiar formats 
and for different purposes, using resources 
for support if prompted. They write in 
developing cursive script, using their 
knowledge of the extended code and 
morphology to write plausibly (if not 
always accurately) spelling familiar words 
correctly. Children use a range of 
punctuation to support meaning, for 
example inverted commas for direct 
speech.  Children read familiar types of 
material with confidence, such as short 
chapter books with simple narrative 
shapes and illustrations. They self select 
some reading material, moving between 
familiar and unfamiliar texts in their 
choices and including information books, 
comics/graphic novels and age-
appropriate magazines/newspapers. They 
read mostly silently, but at a pace similar 
to speech. 
  
Book band: Turquoise, purple, gold, 
white, lime, brown, grey 
 
Sounds Write: Continuation of 
Extended Code and word analysis. 

 
 
 
 
Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C4 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: 
 
 

Progressing Literacy 
Children talk, read aloud and recite 
fluently and with expression, performing 
several lines individually in a play. They 



• To develop a feeling for expressive 
recitation, including accurate 
interpretation of punctuation, and the 
experience of alliteration and rhythm 

• To experience a rich and ambitious 
vocabulary: exploring new words in a 
range of contexts and investigating 
etymology and morphology 

• To perform in a play, speaking several 
lines individually 

• To practise writing neatly in cursive 
script with a pen 

• To read text in a range of formats and 
genres, at an appropriate level and 
length, including to complete tasks in 
some areas of the curriculum, 
interpreting illustrations and features 
such as text boxes 

• To identify, summarise and begin to 
discuss key information from text read 
independently when prompted 

• To connect what they read to their 
prior and developing knowledge and 
understanding 

• To explore aspects of their responses 
to different texts and to learn some 
literary terms for features of both 
fiction and poetry 

• To write in different styles/registers 
and formats for different purposes and 
audiences, using careful choice of 
vocabulary, varying sentence and text 
structure. 

• To learn to identify a range of parts of 
speech and to use them in their writing 
(e.g. adjectives, adverbs, prepositions) 

• To practise using different tenses 
accurately in their writing 

• To practise using a range of 
punctuation consistently and 
accurately in their writing 

read and write independently with some 
confidence, reading and writing unfamiliar 
words correctly using a range of strategies 
to self correct and work out spellings, 
pronunciation and meaning. Children read 
silently, increasing their pace and stamina, 
reading longer and more demanding texts 
with enjoyment. They are able to  identify 
and select information relevant to a topic 
and verbally summarise their ideas about 
what they have read or written. Children 
are becoming more active readers, 
beginning to ask and answer questions 
about how text is constructed, and how 
they respond to it, and starting to go 
beyond purely literal interpretation and 
understanding. This understanding begins 
to show in their writing, where they adjust 
and develop language and content to suit 
their intended audience. Children write 
more quickly in cursive and their writing is 
legible. They maintain a clear focus on 
relevant content whilst writing more 
extensively, using a range of accurate 
tenses and punctuation. 
  
  
Book Band: Lime, brown, grey, dark 
blue, dark red 

 
 
Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C5 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: Competent Literacy 



 
 
• To practise reading aloud, reciting, 

presenting and performing 
• To be exposed to challenging and 

ambitious vocabulary: exploring 
unfamiliar words in a range of contexts 
and investigating etymology and 
morphology 

• To write at length across the 
curriculum, with scaffolding and 
prompting that supports them to plan, 
structure and edit their work 

• To learn to use a wide range of 
punctuation accurately and practise 
using it in their writing 

• To explore the accurate use of a range 
of verb forms and prepositions 

• To read a wide range of texts for 
pleasure: different text-types and 
genres, literature from their own and 
other literary heritages 

• To have time to read, both self-
selected and directed material, in 
school and at home, independently 
and with others, and to discuss what 
they have read 

• To share their own and others' 
recommendations for reading material 

• To read for a range of purposes across 
the curriculum, developing their 
understanding of what they read using 
a variety of strategies and resources, 
practising extracting key information, 
summarising and discussing what they 
have read, and justifying their views 
and opinions 

• To learn some technical language for 
literary analysis, including literary 
terms and devices. 

Children can read aloud, recite longer 
pieces and perform a speaking part in a 
play to the school community fluently, 
with understanding, with attention to 
punctuation and with expression. They 
present their work from across the 
curriculum to their peers, maintaining a 
focus on the topic, summarising main 
ideas and giving key details. When 
listening to presentations, they can note 
down key information or important 
details. Children write fluently and legibly 
in cursive script. Their spelling is generally 
accurate and they use a dictionary or 
thesaurus when needed. Children use a 
greater range of punctuation and text 
structuring accurately and to support 
meaning. They plan, structure, edit and 
proof-read their writing, adapting for the 
audience, drawing on their reading 
experience and using organisational and 
presentational devices. Children approach 
diverse texts with confidence, selecting 
from a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction, reference and textbooks. They 
read independently and silently and the 
speed of their reading increases beyond 
that of speech. Children discuss, in an 
increasingly mature way and using some of 
the language of literary analysis, their 
understanding of what they read, asking 
questions, making inferences and 
connections, and identifying how the 
author uses language, structure and 
presentation to convey meaning and 
influence the reader. 
  
Book band: Grey, dark blue, dark red, 
black, black+ 

 
 
Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C6 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: Secure Literacy 



 
 
• To practise presenting, reciting and 

performing to their class 
• To practice listening to information 

presented both by the teacher and by 
their peers, taking notes, asking 
questions and discussing ideas and 
opinions 

• To take part in drama rehearsal, 
production and performance on a 
small scale 

• To experience a rich and ambitious 
vocabulary: exploring new words in a 
range of contexts and investigating 
etymology and morphology 

• To practice reading and writing across 
the curriculum at length and in depth, 
for different purposes and in different 
structures and genres 

• To practice different reading styles for 
different purposes: e.g. skimming and 
scanning, editing and proofreading 

• To deepen their understanding of 
grammar and the function of words 
and phrases in sentences 

• To read a wide range of texts for 
pleasure: different text-types and 
genres, literature from their own and 
other literary heritages 

• To have time to read, both self-
selected and directed material, in 
school and at home, independently 
and with others, and to discuss what 
they have read 

• To explore the analysis of text using a 
range of technical grammatical 
language, and some literary terms. 

• To build understanding and make 
meaning through inference, giving a 
rationale providing evidence for their 
conclusions. 

Children can give a presentation of their 
independent work to the class on a 
familiar topic, using notes and answering 
questions. They can take both brief and 
detailed notes on what they hear and read, 
summarising by identifying main 
ideas,  and giving supporting details and 
examples. Children take an active role in 
drama exercises, beginning to practise 
self-expression.  Children are confident 
writers who enjoy writing in different 
genres. They begin to develop the 
complexity of their writing through setting 
a mood and tone, varying sentence length 
and structure and using more 
sophisticated transitional phrases. 
Children’s writing is securely structured, 
organised and punctuated, with attention 
paid to the purpose, audience and genre. 
They are familiar with several formal text 
structures, such as business letters and 
writing up a science experiment. Editing 
and proof-reading is becoming more 
independent, with children making some 
revisions autonomously and identifying 
and correcting many spelling, punctuation 
and grammar errors. Children are avid 
readers who make choices from a wide 
range of material, reading confidently, 
independently and with ease. They cross 
check different cues, and use their prior 
knowledge and understanding of phonics 
to decode unknown words without 
impeding fluency and ensuring good 
comprehension. Children are developing 
strong reading preferences, and showing 
interest in new authors and genres. They 
are able to make comparisons and 
connections within and across different 
texts. Children have a grasp of the basic 
language of literary analysis, and use it in 
their discussions and writing about what 
they have read. 

 
 



Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C7 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: 
 
 
• To practise presenting, reciting and 

performing to their class 
• To practice listening to information 

presented both by the teacher and by 
their peers, taking notes, asking 
questions and discussing ideas and 
opinions 

• To take part in the writing, rehearsal, 
production and performance of drama 
on a small scale 

• To experience a rich and ambitious 
vocabulary: exploring new words in a 
range of contexts and investigating 
etymology and morphology 

• To practice reading and writing across 
the curriculum at length, in depth and 
across multiple texts, for different 
purposes and in different structures 
and genres 

• To practice drafting, redrafting, 
editing, proofing and 'publishing' their 
work 

• To practice different reading styles for 
different purposes: e.g. skimming and 
scanning, editing and proofreading 

• To read a wide range of texts for 
pleasure: different text-types and 
genres, literature from their own and 
other literary heritages, and that 
ranges from historical to modern. 

• To have time to read, both self-
selected and directed material, in 
school and at home, independently 
and with others, and to discuss and 
write about what they have read 

• To explore the detailed analysis of text 
using a range of technical language to 
describe literary and linguistic devices 

Proficient Literacy 
Students can give a presentation on a 
prepared assigned topic, using notes and 
answering questions. They can record 
important information about what they 
have read or heard in a more organised 
and systematic fashion. Students perform 
dialogue, skits and short plays, including 
those that they have written themselves, 
often based on books or other material 
they have studied across the curriculum. 
They recite a wide range of poetry, 
including poems and poets of their own 
preference. Students can write at length, 
shaping and developing writing across a 
wide range of genres, choosing language 
and features that are appropriate for the 
purpose and audience of their writing, and 
developing their own style. They write on a 
wide range of topics, resourcing and 
utilising information and ideas from 
different external sources. Students’ 
writing is grammatically correct, their 
punctuation is more sophisticated, they 
spell most words used in everyday 
language correctly, and they draw on their 
wider knowledge of language and spelling 
to work out more complex words. They can 
follow a process of drafting, re-drafting, 
editing and responding to their own 
writing. Students are self-motivated, 
confident and experienced readers, who 
pursue their own interests through their 
reading. They can tackle challenging texts 
across the curriculum, reading 
thoughtfully, using a wide range of 
comprehension strategies and making 
inferences from complex layers of 
meaning. Students use reference resources 
to assist independent study and research, 
including using multiple texts on a specific 
subject to locate, analyse and synthesise 
information. They use dictionaries, 
thesauruses and etymological dictionaries 



to support precise and accurate writing. 
Students have an understanding of the 
concept of meter in poetry, and are able to 
use some technical language to talk about 
the patterns they can hear. They have a 
wide range of technical vocabulary for 
both oral and written literary analysis, 
including literary terms and linguistic 
analysis. 

 
 
Literacy Age-related Learning 
Opportunities for C8 Relevant Learning Descriptors 

Children should have the opportunity: 
 
 
• To practise presenting, reciting and 

performing to a wider audience, 
including their own work 

• To learn the language and structures of 
formal debate, and explore taking part 

• To experience a rich and ambitious 
vocabulary: exploring new words in a 
range of contexts and investigating 
etymology and morphology 

• To practice reading and writing across 
the curriculum at length, in depth, for 
different purposes and in different 
structures and genres 

• To practice drafting, redrafting, 
editing, proofing and 'publishing' their 
work for a real or imagined audience 

• To read a wide range of texts for 
interest and pleasure: different text-
types and genres, literature from their 
own and other literary heritages, and 
that ranges from historical to modern. 

• To have time to read, both self-
selected and directed material, in 
school and at home, independently 
and with others, and to discuss and 
write about what they have read 

• To explore formal and non-formal 
language structures, devices and 
vocabulary 

Mature, Independent Literacy 

Students can present an independent 
research project to a wider audience, 
answering questions and responding to 
comments about their work. They perform 
in a full length play to an audience of 
friends, family and the wider public. 
Students take part in structured debates, 
presenting arguments that both tally and 
disagree with their own opinions. They are 
able to code-switch appropriately in both 
spoken and written language, using 
standard English consistently and 
competently in their writing and having a 
secure control of complex grammatical 
structures. Students are highly competent 
and developed writers who have a 
recognisable voice and use writing as a tool 
for thinking. They communicate clearly, 
effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style, register and structure 
for different forms, purposes and 
audiences. Students write with an 
audience in mind, manipulating and 
controlling their writing to achieve an 
intended effect on their reader. They use 
ambitious vocabulary for purpose and 
effect. Students are enthusiastic and 
reflective readers, who can access a wide 
range of texts to pursue their interests. 
They can explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have read and 



• To begin to read critically and 
reflectively, exploring a wide range of 
technical terms for literary analysis 

• To compare and contrast reading and 
information from a variety of sources, 
discussing orally and in writing their 
preferences, views and opinions. 

evaluate evidence from a variety of 
sources. Students can identify and give 
explicit explanations for the effect of text 
on the reader, analysing the impact of 
authorial techniques and devices with 
accurate technical vocabulary. They are 
able to question and admire aspects of 
content, form and function, comparing 
ideas and perspectives and how these are 
conveyed. 

 
 


